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VIRTUAL 
 

DATE AND TIME 
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2026  
6:30pm – 7:30pm - PST 

 
 The session recording will 

be available to registrants 
approximately 7 days after 
the event. 

 If you are an OTAC 
member, PDUs will be 
entered into your OTAC 
account. (Be sure to 
complete the post-event 
questionnaire to be 
eligible for PDUs.) 

 Not a member? Join today 
for the free Education 
Passport PDUs and for 
PDU tracking. 

. 
 

REGISTER BY  
Monday, Oct. 12, 2026 

 

Register Online 
HERE 

 
QUESTIONS? 

Contact OTAC staff:  
Email staff@otaconline.org 

Call toll-free (888) 686-3225 
 

 
 
 

 

FREE. EXCLUSIVE FOR OTAC MEMBERS ONLY. 

Building Clinical Reasoning and Professionalism Through 
Learning Communities in Occupational Therapy Education 
(1 PDU) 
 
Presenters: Roberta Lavery, OTD, OTR/L; Gabby Leibbrandt, OTR/L, CSRS 

 
This presentation will explore how learning communities can be intentionally 
embedded across the occupational therapy curriculum, from first-semester ethics 
and professional identity identification to ultimately working through advanced 
clinical reasoning, to support the development of professional behaviors and level II 
fieldwork skills over time. Participants will examine strategies for using peer 
collaboration, case-based learning, reflection, feedback, and faculty facilitation to 
help students move from acquiring knowledge to applying that knowledge with 
increasing confidence and professional judgment. The presentation will also 
highlight practical approaches for developing students' communication, 
accountability, teamwork, self-awareness, cultural competence, and professional 
identity — including how the deliberate practice of giving and receiving feedback is 
used as a tool to build a growth mindset and resilience alongside clinical 
competence. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
By the end of this presentation, participants will be able to: 

1. Describe how a longitudinal, small-group learning community model — 
spanning first-semester ethics and professional identity development through 
advanced case-based clinical reasoning — can be intentionally integrated into 
occupational therapy curricula, supported by structures like faculty facilitation, 
self-assessment, and student-authored group contracts. 

2. Identify at least two strategies (e.g., structured feedback practices, ethical case 
reflection, or fieldwork-linked case work) for using learning communities to 
develop students' professional behaviors and ability to apply clinical reasoning 
to complex occupational therapy practice scenarios. 

 

F F E l i f OTAC b l
Roberta Lavery, OTD, OTR/L 
Program Director and Assistant Professor, Master of Science in Occupational 
Therapy, Point Loma Nazarene University 
 
Gabby Leibbrandt, OTR/L, CSRS 
Academic Fieldwork Coordinator and Assistant Professor, Master of Science in 
Occupational Therapy, Point Loma Nazarene University 
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ABOUT SPECIAL TOPIC FORUMS 
 
Why OTAC Special Topic Forums? To support 
OTAC Core Value 7 – Professional Development: 
To provide quality education and resources to 
advance the knowledge, skills, and continued 
competence of occupational therapy practitioners. 
 

ABOUT THE OTAC  
EDUCATION PASSPORT 

An exclusive member-only benefit/program. 
Earn all the PDUs needed annually (12 FREE 
PDUs) to renew your license. (Licenses are 
renewed every two years on your birthday.) 
 
FREE. 12 monthly 1-hour virtual webinars. 

Check out our online events calendar. 
 
FREE. 25+ virtual on-demand learning webinars. 

Find them here. 
 
FREE. 1 or more sessions at the OTAC Annual 

Pre-Conference Institute in November. 
 
PLUS, discounted PDUs. Annual Conference, 

Special Topic Forums, and symposia 
throughout the year. Check out our online 
events calendar. 

 
BONUS! Includes PDU tracking in your member 

account. 
 
Note: Free Education Passport webinars are 
under the umbrella of the Special Topic Forums. 

 
FIND OTHER SPECIAL TOPIC FORUMS 

and SYMPOSIA HERE THROUGH  
OUR ONLINE  

MASTER CALENDAR 
 
NOT A MEMBER? JOIN TODAY FOR 
ACCESS TO THE EDUCATION PASSPORT. 

To earn PDUs. Registrants must complete the post 
event questionnaire that is emailed out within one 
week following the event. 
 
Tracking PDUs. PDUs earned are recorded in 
member registrant’s OTAC account.  
 
Event Disclaimer. 
This event is sponsored by OTAC for the purpose 
of professional development. The material 
presented is not intended to represent the only or the 
best methods appropriate for the occupational 
therapy and/or medical condition, or professional 
development issues being discussed, but rather is 
intended to present the opinions of the presenters, 
which may be helpful to other health care 
professionals at arriving at their own conclusions 
and consequent application. Attendees participating 
in this professional development education program 
do so with the full knowledge that they waive any 
claim they may have against OTAC and its 
representatives for reliance on any information 
presented during this educational event.  

Click here for OTAC’s complete 
disclaimer/terms. You must agree to these 
disclaimers/terms. Please don’t register if you do 
not. 
 
About OTAC. OTAC is a nonprofit, 501c6. This 
means that end-of-year net revenue is retained for 
operations and benefit of the members and is not 
distributed to private owners. It is governed by an 
elected, noncompensated Board of Directors and 
hires a professional association management team. 
 
OTAC Mission Statement. OTAC is the collective 
voice that serves, promotes, and supports its 
members and the occupational therapy profession.  
 
 

Building Clinical Reasoning and Professionalism Through Learning  
Communities in Occupational Therapy Education (1 PDU) 


